
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Case History 

Evolution® System with EvoLube® 

High-Performance Lubricant 

Alleviates Torque Issues 

Challenge 
Erratic torque and low ROP causing 
significant delays and limiting 
lateral reach 
 
Solution 
EvoLube lubricant alleviates torque 
issues 
 
Results 
Subsequent wells drilled 8-10 days 
faster and over 1,000 feet longer 
reach than previous wells 

Cooper Basin, South Australia 

A major Australian oil and gas company with several wells in 
the Cooper Basin experienced severe, erratic torque and 
therefore low rates of penetration (ROP) once they reached a 
depth of about 8,600 ft (2,620 m). The torque problem 
caused significant delays in project completion as well as 
detrimental limitations in obtaining the full lateral reach. 
 
Newpark’s Evolution Certified Field Technicians and expert 
lab team are committed to resolving customer issues with the 
simplest, most cost-effective solution possible to help save 
the customer time and money.  Expertise and lab work 
indicated that adding the right amount of EvoLube lubricant 
to the Evolution system would allow this rig with power and 
weight limitations to drill longer laterals than ever before, 
with no erratic torque problems.  
 
At the beginning of the well, torque limitations were put onto 
the operation due to the drillstring and tools. At about 10,000 
feet (3,050 m) the torque limitation required intervention. At 
issue was the ability to drill to target depth so as not to leave 
untapped valuable production. The decision was made to add 
EvoLube lubricant. Instantly torque reductions of over 40% 
were witnessed allowing for completion of the well as 
planned. 
Success on first well leads to five new wells with similar 
results: 

• 38% increase in production interval  
• Subsequent wells drilled 8 to 10 days faster and over 

1,000 feet (305 m) longer  

 



 

Case History 

Data shows significant reduction in torque following the addition of EvoLube DPE lubricant 

at about 10,000 ft (3,050 m) depth. 


